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WORLD DAY
OF REMEMBRANCE

FOR ROAD TRAFFIC VICTIMS IN THE U.S.

Communities Rally to Tame Speeds & Save Lives

Nov. 16 is World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic
Victims; Advocates & Public Officials Call for Action

For Immediate Release November 12, 2025

CONTACTS: Leah Shahum, Vision Zero Network, leah@visionzeronetwork.orq
BriTanya Brown, Families for Safe Streets, press@familiesforsafestreets.org
Available upon request: Event organizers, crash survivors and those who’ve lost loved ones

On November 16, 2025, more than 50 communities across the country will hold events as part
of World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims (WDoR), memorializing those killed and
injured in preventable traffic crashes and urging local, state and federal leaders to take specific,
life-saving actions to prioritize safety over speed.

This year’s U.S. theme, Safe Speeds Save Lives, highlights the urgent need to use proven
speed management tools, such as re-designing streets, lowering speed limits and using speed
safety cameras and Intelligent Speed Assist.

Participating cities range from Hollywood Hllls, FL, where students are calling for lowering
speed limits in front of their school because the current 45mph is unsafe; Milwaukee, WI,
where city leaders and community members are working to win state approval to use speed
safety cameras; and Connecticut, where safety advocates are urging state approval to enable
Intelligent Speed Assistance to curb dangerous super-speeders. (See a list of participating
U.S. communities and a recap from past events.)
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Planned WDoR events range from memorials, candlelight vigils, rallies, mass bike rides and
more in order to draw attention to actions needed to prevent traffic deaths and serious injuries.
National organizers include Vision Zero Network, Families for Safe Streets, National Safety
Council (Road to Zero Coalition) and It Could Be Me.

“World Day of Remembrance is a chance for people to amplify their calls to leaders to prioritize
safety over speed by redesigning dangerous roads, setting safe speed limits and using proven
technologies such as speed safety cameras and Intelligent Speed Assistance to curb
super-speeders,” said Leah Shahum, executive director of Vision Zero Network, a national
nonprofit helping communities eliminate traffic fatalities and severe injuries. “We know what
works to deter dangerous speeds, but in too many cases our local, state and federal leaders are
standing in the way of life-saving change.”

“This marks 12 years since | lost my forever-12-year-old son Sammy in Prospect Park, NY. The
fact that he’s been gone as long as we had him in our lives is absolutely heartbreaking. Not a
day goes by that | don’t feel the weight of his absence and the pain of losing him at such a
young age never lessens,” shared Amy Cohen, Founder & President of Families for Safe
Streets. a national grassroots organization of crash survivors and families who have lost loved
ones. “Families who have joined this unfortunate club gather on World Day of Remembrance to
remember how their lives have been forever changed and to support one another in their grief.
Most importantly, we gather to take action, not just for our loved ones or ourselves but so that no
one else has to endure the heartbreak we know too well.”

Families for Safe Streets is championing multi-state efforts to Stop Super Speeders by enabling
the use of Intelligent Speed Assistance (ISA), a proven technology that prevents dangerous
speeds. Washington State, Virginia and Washington, DC have passed new ISA laws to stop
super speeders, and more than a dozen states are expected to consider bills in the next year.

World Day of Remembrance Focuses on the Human Toll of Crashes &
Urges Action to Slow Speeds for Safety

In Bethesda, Maryland, Dan Langenkamp, whose wife Sarah was killed while she was biking
to their kids’ school in 2022, is organizing a Ride for Your Life event to the Lincoln Memorial in
Washington, DC as part of the global series of events. He and others are urging Congress to
pass the Sarah Debbink Langenkamp Active Transportation Safety Act to give states more
flexibility to use federal funding to build bicycle and pedestrian-friendly infrastructure.

“World Day of Remembrance is about grieving, yes, but to me it's also about change,” Dan
Langenkamp shared. “l don’t do this just to remember my wife, Sarah. | do it because | don’t
want other people like her to die. We rally at the Lincoln Memorial because we want our nation’s
leaders to wake up and do something about this crisis.”

In North Philadelphia, Laura J. Fredricks, who co-founded_Families for Safe Streets Greater
Philadelphia after her 24-year-old daughter Emily was hit and killed in 2017, is helping organize
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a World Day of Remembrance event on Lehigh Avenue where, in 2025 alone, four people
walking have been hit and killed by people driving.

“The gathering will spotlight both the human toll of traffic violence and the urgent need for safer
street design, stronger enforcement and expanded life-saving technology,” Fredericks says. “We
know automated enforcement saves lives.” She cites the safety progress along Roosevelt
Boulevard in Philadelphia where the addition of speed safety cameras - as was advocated by
Fredricks and Families for Safe Streets co-founder Latanya Byrd and others — has reduced
speeding violations by 95% and pedestrian-involved crashes by 50%.

In Fresno, California, Joe Martinez, whose 21-year-old son Paul was killed by a distracted
driver in 2013, is helping to organize a \WWDoR event. Community members are urging city
officials to redesign the “Fatal 5” corridors on the High-Injury Network, as outlined in the city’s
Vision Zero Action Plan.

“I've found purpose in my pain, working to raise awareness that fatal traffic collisions can be
prevented and pushing for road safety improvements,” Martinez says. “My hope is that no other
family will suffer the same loss as mine, and that together we can make Fresno's streets safer
for everyone.”

Safe Speeds Save Lives: What are We Waiting For?

Reducing speeds — even by modest amounts — significantly improves safety, especially for
people who are more physically vulnerable, including children, seniors and people walking and
biking. Research shows that a reduction of 1mph in average speed is associated with a 5%
reduction in crashes. (More about the dangers of high speeds and the known solutions to
manage them for safety.)

Experiences in U.S. communities committed to Vision Zero — safe mobility for all — prove that
we know how to reduce speeds and serious injury crashes and deaths. Recent examples
include the following:

- Madison, WI reduced speed limits to 20mph on 60% of city streets and has reduced
58% traffic fatalities citywide.

- Austin, TX reduced serious injury and fatal crashes by 86% in locations where they
implemented traffic calming improvements, and by 15% in locations where they lowered
arterial speed limits. More safety data in Austin’s impressive 10-year Vision Zero report.

- In San Francisco, CA, speeding has decreased by 72% on average at locations where
speed safety cameras have been added this year. Over time, this is expected to reduce
serious crashes, as has been the case in other cities.

- Cleveland, OH added_speed tables in several neighborhoods experiencing problems

with high speeds; this helped reduce speeds by an average of 8mph and is now being
expanded citywide.

- Milwaukee, WI collaborated with AARP to pilot a traffic circle to manage dangerous
speeds on a residential street where a senior citizen was struck by a driver. This
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reduced the proportion of high-end speeding (those exceeding 35 mph in a 25 mph
zone) from 18% to fewer than 1% of drivers — a 95% reduction.

More examples can be found here and here.

“The truth is that we know how to better prevent traffic deaths and severe injuries by managing
speeds in our communities,” said Vision Zero Network’s Leah Shahum. “On World Day of
Remembrance, we call on our leaders to shake off their complacency and take action to
prioritize safety over speed.”

Note: Digital images are available upon request. We can connect you with those organizing
local events, including those who've lost loved ones to traffic violence or have been seriously

injured themselves.

Learn more: World Day of Remembrance (wdor-usa.org)
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