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WORLD DAY
OF REMEMBRANCE

FOR ROAD TRAFFIC VICTIMS IN THE U.S.

Communities Rally for Safer Speeds, Preventing
Traffic Deaths & Injuries

November 16, 2025 is World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic
Victims

CONTACTS: Leah Shahum, Vision Zero Network, leah@yvisionzeronetwork.org
Amy Cohen, Families for Safe Streets, amy@familiesforsafestreets.org

On November 16, 2025, communities across the U.S. and around the globe will observe World
Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims (WDoR), a time to honor those killed and
injured in traffic crashes and to call on leaders to prioritize safety over speed in their policies and
street designs to prevent further tragedies. Local organizers, including crash survivors, grieving
families, elected leaders, public agency representatives and advocates, are planning events that
range from memorials, candlelight vigils, rallies, mass bike rides and more in order to draw
attention to actions needed to prevent traffic deaths and serious injuries. National organizers
include Vision Zero Network, Families for Safe Streets, National Safety Council (Road to Zero
Coalition) and It Could Be Me.

WHEN & WHERE: November 16, 2025, various times and locations across the country. A list of
participating U.S. communities is growing and being updated regularly. See the 2024 recap,
which included actions in more than 75 U.S. communities in nearly 40 states.

VISUALS & INTERVIEWS: Public displays of flowers, shoes, large photos and other symbolic
materials representing the people killed in traffic crashes. Digital images available upon request.
Interviews available with local community leaders and people who have lost loved ones to traffic
violence or have been seriously injured themselves.

BACKGROUND: World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims (WDoR) is a global
event held every third Sunday of November to remember those who have lost their lives or
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been impacted by roadway crashes — and to call for actions to improve roadway safety. In the
U.S. each year, an estimated 40,000 people in the U.S. lose their lives in traffic crashes, at
least one-third of which are estimated to involve dangerous speeds.

This year’s theme for WDoR in the U.S. is Safe Speeds Save Lives, focusing on the need to
use more effective — but under-used — tools to discourage dangerously high speeds, such as
designing streets for safer travel, lowering speed limits and deploying proven technologies,
such as speed safety cameras and Intelligent Speed Assist.

Reducing speeds by even modest amounts can significantly improve safety, especially for
people who are more physically vulnerable, such as kids and seniors and people walking and
biking. Research shows that a reduction of 1mph in average speed is associated with a 5%
reduction in crashes. And recent experiences in U.S. communities — such as these and these —
show how reducing traffic deaths and injuries is possible when safety is prioritized over speed.

Find out more at wdor-usa.org
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